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October  2019

RoboRoos 

CLUB  

DATES / UPCOMING

EVENTS

www.roboroos.org.au

FRC  &   FTC   Tr ain ing 
n ights

Tuesdays   18:30 - 21:00 

The Univer si ty of Adelaide, 
Ingkarni  Wardli  (Level 2 Room 
218)

FTC Event

Universi ty of Adelaide,
Mawson Lakes, SA

For  Gener al  publ i c
2 pm -6 pm Sat, 16 Nov 
9 am -1 pm Sun, 17 Nov

For   par t i ci pat i ng team s

8 am - 8 pm Sat, 16 Nov 
8 am -1 pm Sun, 17 Nov 

FLL Events

FLL Golden Gr ove
 Regional
8 am to 5 pm Sat , 2 Nov

Pedare Chr istian College
12-30 Sur rey Farm Dr ,
Golden Grove SA 5125

FLL Evanston South Regional
8 am to 5 pm Sat , Nov 10

Tr ini ty College
Alexander  Ave, 
Evanston South, SA 5116

FLL  Nat ional
Cham pionship
8 am to 5 pm Sun , Nov  24 

Melbourne, VIC

Newsletter  

Student Robotics Club of S.A. Inc 

 On Thursday 26 of September  this year , the club was invi ted to attend 

an Unley Counci l  evening acknow ledging grant r ecipients of this and 

last year?s grant season. Kara and myself were lucky to attend as 

r epresentatives of the club for  the grant we received al low ing us to 

involve our  mentor s in communications tr aining.  

Held at the Unley Tow n Hall , the evening had representatives from a 

r ange of var ying community organizations in attendance. We al l  

enjoyed presentations from the local community school, spor ts groups 

and even an Ital ian Folk Choir. As an attendee, I  was amazed by the 

var iety and effor t of some of the community groups as well  as some of 

the incredible activi ties and events occur r ing in a r easonably small 

counci l  area. 

Dur ing the presentation, each grant r ecipient was introduced to the 

attendees. KJ and myself were asked to elaborate on the success of the 

FLL teams and the effor ts of our  club in general. Counci l  members 

congratulated the RoboRoos on our  effor ts and seemed to r egard us 

highly for  the work we do in developing the engineer ing and 

teamwork abi l i ty of school-aged students.  

Upon the conclusion of the presentation section of the evening, we 

were able to talk to some of the counci l  members and other  

r epresentatives. They seemed qui te appreciative of the work we do 

and are interested in attending some of our  events and competi tions 

to gauge a better  idea of the extent of our  contr ibutions. Community 

members also showed interest in involving themselves and their  

fami l ies in the teams as well . 

The evening was, overal l , qui te posi tive and KJ and I found a great 

oppor tuni ty to r ef lect on the community contr ibutions of our  club as 

well  as appreciate the work of the Unley Counci l  in providing a close 

community environment in their  area. We are ver y grateful for  the 

generosi ty of the Counci l  in organizing and running the night as well  

as providing us w ith these grants to al low  us to continue to r un as 

successful ly as we do. 

Sara E.

 Unl ey  Council   Gr ant   Evening   2019 Wel come t o  
excit ing 

Season of  New 
Event s
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 Hiya! 

I?m KJ, and I am the team captain for  this 

season. I  was the vice-captain last year , and i t 

was super  r ewarding for  me, and I hope the 

season was super  satisfying for  the team as 

well ! I  have been involved w ith FIRST since 

2015, when I 

did FLL w ith 

my school, 

and I star ted 

FRC in the 

2016 season. I  

have been 

involved w ith 

FTC since we 

began w ith 

the team, and I mean this year  we are 

bui lding at my house, and the two lead 

mentor s are my family, so I pretty much l ive 

and breathe FTC. I don?t think FTC is 

mentioned less than f ive times a day around 

me. 

With us secur ing the home for  the FRC bui ld, 

i t?s going to be a fantastic season. The new  

home opens up more time for  us to be there, 

more space for  us to have, and more space to 

dr ive practice. The work we are cur rently 

putting into less robot-based activi ties is 

fantastic too. We have been f i lming 

instr uctional ?FRC 101? videos for  our  

YouTube channel to help suppor t teams that 

don?t have access to other  teams and 

resources. We have also been working on 

ways to promote STEM education, especial ly 

in educating gir ls about the possible careers 

and creating connections, and our  work w ith 

suppor ting FTC 

grow th in South 

Austral ia. Al l  of 

this work is aimed 

at empower ing 

students to 

achieve them, 

supposedly 

impossible, and 

creating oppor tuni ties for  ever yone and 

anyone to make their  dreams realized. 

Over  the FRC bui ld the goals we settled 

on as a club were more based around having 

students bui ld their  robot and having heaps of 

fun along the way. So, having fun is super  

impor tant to the major i ty of our  team. To 

have fun, I?d say pool par ties are a must ever y 

couple of weeks after  a hard day of work. 

 I?ve been involved in FIRST for  5 years, 

and i t has provided me w ith so many 

oppor tuni ties, and I can?t wait to give back to 

ever yone by being captain. Here?s to the 2020 

season, Inf ini te Recharge, and al l  the seasons 

after  i t. 

  

-- Kara J. 

FROM  THE  NEW  CAPTAIN

 ?This year we are building at my 
house, and the two lead mentors are 
my family, so I pretty much live and 
breathe FTC"
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 Hi Ever yone, 

 This w i l l  be my last address as the outgoing 
Captain and is my chance to share a bi t about 
my exper ience as the Captain of the 2018?19 
season. I t was both an honor  and a 
r esponsibi l i ty to play the role of Student 
Captain. On the one hand, i t ser ved as 
r ecognition of my credibi l i ty, abi l i ty to lead 
and the progress I had achieved in my STEM 
learning. Whi le on the other , i t was a big 
r esponsibi l i ty because I was able to take 
charge of the betterment of our  enti r e team 
and ultimately dr ive the dir ection we chose for  
the year  as a Team and Community. 

  The 
biggest 
take away 
for  me, 
from my 
time as 
Captain, is 
how  proud 
I am of the 
students 
on our  

team. For  their  abi l i ty to think creatively, work 
together , be incredibly inclusive and 
understanding, and their  commitment to the 
team, always str iving for  success. I t was 
grati fying to see how  al l  the students matured 
and reacted to si tuations as I pushed them to 
tr ain hard and helped them realise their  goals. 

  Dur ing the tr aining par t of the year , I  worked 
hard w ith fel low  students to bui ld ski l ls, team 
spir i t and commitment. I  worked on this by 
leading by example. I f  I  wanted my team 
members to go for  that extr a mi le, I  showed 
them how  i t?s done; i f  I  wanted consistency 
w ith attending tr aining, I  would r arely miss a 
session. I  felt our  tr aining season was well  
rounded and impar ted ski l ls to the students in 
communication and STEM areas. I  was able to 
insti l  the same level of commitment I  have to 
FRC to my teammates. 

  With ever yone in the team committed to their  
cause, we worked hard together  to achieve our  
goals when the bui ld came around. I t was 

amazing to lead 
the design and 
prototyping 
weeks of the 
bui ld and see 
our  goals and 
designs come 
together. A 
signi f icant par t 
of my role was 

communication; the key to this is both talking 
and l istening. I  wasn?t al l  about giving out 
instr uctions and setting out r ules for  the team 
members to fol low. I  encouraged team 
members to speak up and to get involved. 
More impor tantly, l istening promotes r espect, 
and when team members know  their  opinions 
are valued and respected, i t made the process 
smoother  in f inal izing our  designs. I  was 
amazed at our  f inal product, and how  well we 
stuck to time commitments by the end of the 
six weeks. 

  And f inal ly the most signi f icant moment of 
the season, and the hardest for  a captain and 
team: competi tion. This year  our  competi tion 
was fr aught w ith challenges, from weather  to 
l imit sw itches I think we had to deal w i th i t al l . 
I t was str essful and hard, but we bounced 
back and sti l l  always got on the f ield and had a 
great time. My biggest challenge was 
reminding students much work and progress 
we had alr eady made to achieve our  goals and 
to conver t our  wear iness into courage. Whi le 
we didn?t see the r eward at the competi tion, 
when we went back to DDU, we per formed on 
the f ield and in the Judging room. I can?t 
descr ibe how  proud I am. 

  I  can?t wait to see how  the team continues to 
develop and work towards our  big dreams. 
Once again, I  need to thank the whole team. 
The mentor s, parents, past captains, alumni 
and the students ?  a team is only as strong as 
each of i ts par ts. 

  

Jess Shannon 

  

FROM  OUTGOING  CAPTAIN

 ?The biggest take away for me, from 
my time as Captain, is how proud I am 
of the students on our team"
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 Hello Team, 

It?s great to see the busy team involvement and 
so many new  members at the club in r ecent 
months. With the FTC season just star ting and 
the off-season tr aining at i ts ful lest, we are 
approaching a busy and exci ting per iod for  the 
club. I  hope to see the great attendance and 
involvement be maintained throughout the 
r emainder  of this eventful year. 

Despite sti l l  being a few  months away, the FRC 
bui ld season w i l l  come around quicker  than 
we realize and we have alr eady commenced 

organizing 
some plans 
for  the 
bui ld. The 

management and organization of the team is a 
crucial factor  that can greatly inf luence the 
team?s success throughout this season. We 
hope to instal l  a great team spir i t and well  
organized system that w i l l  al low  each member  
to have a role and be included throughout the 
bui ld. For  those who haven?t been involved in 
the FRC bui ld season before, this is an exci ting 
and incredibly busy time of the year. I  hope 
you are al l  as exci ted as I am. Any theor ies on 
the Inf ini te Recharge game? If  you haven?t 
seen the teaser  yet, check i t out. 

There are also a few  exci ting club social events 
that w i l l  be happening soon to keep an eye out 
for. Fir stly, the annual team LAN par ty is 
planned to happen sometime towards the end 
of the September  school hol idays. A few  emai ls 
r egarding this event w i l l  soon be sent out so 
make sure you come along. There w i l l  be pizza 
and Minecraft. We w i l l  also be having a 
Halloween par ty this year  as well  as a Summer  

holiday pool 
par ty 
sometime 
around 
Chr istmas. We 
are planning 
on introducing 
some more 
new  social 
events 
throughout 
this and next year  so keep an eye out for  a 
sur vey to col lect some ideas.  

A few  key members have been working 
incredibly hard r ecently on outr each activi ties 
for  the new  #STEMpoweredGir ls ini tiative. 
This is impor tant for  our  chairman?s award 
application for  next season. Recently, we have 
visi ted a Gir l  Guides group and done a r ange 
of exci ting activi ties such as solder ing f lashing 
badges, robot dr iving and an awesome 
presentation from Jess, which ever yone found 
inspir ing. We hope to keep up this work and 
spread FIRST?s message across the state and 
hopeful ly inspir e more gir ls to pur sue STEM.  

I  would also l ike to congratulate the FTC team 
on their  successful end to last year?s season at 
the Banksia Park High School scr immage as 
well  as thank the people involved in 
organizing this. The team is doing a great job 
commencing the FTC season. Good luck for  the 
state competi tion!  

I t?s great to see so many new  faces and 
members in al l  areas of the club. I  hope you 
guys are enjoying being a par t of and feel 
welcomed to the close community of our  club 
and teams. 

Keep up the good work, 

Sarah E.   

FROM  THE  VICE  CAPTAIN

 ?It?s great to see so many new faces and 
members in all areas of the club. I hope 
you guys are enjoying being a part of and 
feel welcomed to the close community of 
our club and teams""
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FTC  Scr immage
 Banksia   Par k   Int er nat ional    High   School  

  On August 11 this year , a Fir st Tech Challenge 

scr immage was held at Banksia Park 

International High School. As the last SA state 

scr immage for  the 2018?19 FIRST Tech 

Challenge season, i t was an exci ting way to 

end the busy year  as well  as a successful f inal 

event for  our  Rover  Ruckus Robot, Giroose. 

The event provided yet another  exci ting 

oppor tuni ty for  the many rookie teams in the 

state to gain exper ience in this busy, yet 

r elaxed and enjoyable FTC competi tion 

atmosphere. 

Despite a few  technical di f f iculties throughout 

the event, each team par ticipated in at least 9 

matches and was able to gain valuable 

exper ience in this r elaxed competi tion 

environment. The day was highly beneficial to 

each of the six teams involved; Mur ray Br idge, 

Karoonda, Tyndale, Mannum, Banksia Park 

and ourselves, the RoboRoos. I t was great to 

see such a turnout despite the distances 

needing to be tr aveled by many of the teams. 

We hope to see these and even more new  

teams thr ive in this year?s FTC season, FIRST 

Skystone. 

Each team per formed exceptionally well  and 

we were proud to have six working robots at 

the competi tion. With most teams able to 

cl imb or  at least push minerals (game pieces), 

many successful, high scor ing matches 

occur red. Some great per formances were seen 

par ticular ly from Banksia Bots and Karoonda 

Meteors who deser vedly became al l iance 

captains for  the f inals. As the second robot in 

Banksia?s al l iance, the RoboRoos were lucky to 

be in the w inning al l iance. However , gaining 

exper ience in these scr immages is the key 

goal for  each of the teams and students 

involved, which was successful ly achieved by 

ever yone par ticipating on the day.

Sara E.
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FTC  Scr immage  - cont d
The event was made possible by the 

generosi ty of Banksia Park High School which 

provided the venue in their  Gymnasium and 

STEM block to r un the event. The sausage 

sizzle, r un by the school and manned by 

parents, also provided a successful and 

delicious lunch for  the busy people involved. 

Fur thermore, the ini tiative of our  team 

members, parents and mentor s who 

organized, set up and ran the event al lowed 

the event to be as successful as i t was. 

Par ticular ly, Jeff  Rabone, Jessica Shannon, Rob 

Zibell  and Br yce Simmons, who set up the 

event and organized refereeing and technical 

management, which al lowed the event to r un 

so smoothly and successful ly. A team of judges 

were also hard at work throughout the day 

judging presentations from each team to 

ultimately announce the awards at the end of 

the day. 

An introduction from the school pr incipal, Mr  

Coulter , and speech from Dr  Richard Har vey 

MP, Member  for  New land, the local member  

of Par l iament, were great presentations. I t is 

also a testament to the work of the team and 

Banksia Park High School to have these 

respected individuals interested in and 

appreciating the work we have done. 

The awards ceremony was a great way to 

conclude the event in which each of the teams 

were presented w ith w inning or  r unner -up 

al l iance awards as well  as judges awards that 

had been decided on throughout the day. The 

RoboRoos were lucky to w in an award for  our  

programming and autonomous software. 

Banksia Park deser ving took home the most 

r espected of the judge?s awards, the 

Champion?s award, for  the work they have 

done as a school team in their  outr each 

effor ts and generosi ty in spreading the FIRST 

message in SA through hosting the 

scr immage. 

The day was a great success and great way to 

end the Rover  Ruckus season thanks to the 

effor ts of our  team and Banksia Park 

International High School, w i th al l  teams 

involved gaining great exper ience and, more 

impor tantly, having a great time. 

Sara E.
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  FIRST RISE, powered by Star  Wars: Force for  

change!  

  This time around teams are ?... setting out to 
inspir e ci tizens of the galaxy to work together , 
str engthening and protecting the Force that binds us 
and creating a place where col laboration and 
col lective w isdom can elevate new  ideas and foster  
grow th. Together , we RISE?. 

  The RoboRoos can barely wait to get stuck into next 
season?s games and continue grow ing and creating 
our  community under  this new  theme! 

7

2019 -  2020   season
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Who are the RoboRoos? 

We?re a community group, FIRST® Robotics Team and so 

much more? including South Australia?s first FRC team. 

The team?s purpose is to excite young minds about STEM 

(science, technology, engineering and mathematics), by 

using a common interest: Robots. 

As part of this, students get real industry experience, 

with help and guidance from dedicated industry 

professionals as mentors. It circumvents the age-old 

circle of being unable to get a job due to lack of 

experience. 

Part of our ethos is to maintain a gender balance, which 

we continue to strive for and achieve.  

Contact us at: roboroos@roboroos.org.au 

   

Hopping int o 
engineer ing

8

The Club works wit h every sponsor and supporter  t o understand t heir  

mot ivat ions, expectat ions and desired out comes f rom support ing us, and 

we understand t he need t o meet  t hose expectat ions. We have a number of  

ways of  physically and digit al ly recognizing support . We are happy t o 

discuss other means of  recognit ion (including anonymous donat ions) on a 

case by case basis.

sponsor   r ecognit ion
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SPONSORS -  THANK YOU

RS Components
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